


Creating a Trust, Securing Your Child’s Future - Lee

I was married almost 10 years to a Cobra pilot, Marine Corps. We had a special needs child together. Her name is Leslie. She was diagnosed early, blessed with autism, and immediately I became that mother. 
Google became my friend. Then, marital issues got a little more stressed and we decided to divorce in 2009. He made a point that whatever I decided was for Leslie, he would sign off on it. And he did. 
Everything was good. Everything was good. He signed the waiver. Let me be the guardian. Well, things took a different turn. As Leslie approached her adult years, she's no longer going to be child support - she's going to be adult support. 
And excuse me, let me step back a little bit. Because in 2013, Leslie's dad had financial struggles. Child support was originally $1,100 a month. So from 2013 up into the current date, I went back to the Attorney General's office and brought the payment down to $750. I’d rather make it for what he could help support than miss a payment. And $750 was good from 2013 to the current date. When she hit adult, bringing you current, when I brought it to his attention, the Attorney General's office reached out. 
Well, payments stopped, stopped coming into the account, and I called him first and he says, “Well, they're still taking it out of my check. I don't know what's going on.” I said, “Well, let me call the attorney general's office and find out.” Well, they explained to me: He no longer pays through that service anymore. Not that he doesn't pay anymore. He doesn't pay through that service because she is an adult. It goes in a different setup, which is the trust fund. I made an appointment to see Trey Yates because I knew he was the person I needed to see to have the design of my daughter's trust set up so we can continue on with financial support. 
Now, mind you, since September to March, there was no payments at all. I didn't stress it. I wasn't financially stressed. When I came to him about the trust, Trey brought it to my attention. He looked at my divorce decree and he straight off the bat said, “This verbiage is wrong.” And I was like, “It's wrong?” He says, “Yeah, it shows duration for the rest of her life, but the key information is incorrect.” So he says, apparently it was an inexperienced lawyer, which it was, because we were going through a divorce. We wanted to go the cheaper way out, and we wanted to make sure that Leonard understood that care for Leslie is longevity for the rest of her life. And it did annotate that, but the verbiage, Trey said, should have been better. 
And he was absolutely correct. So with that being said, Trey taught me that side of it. These are the key things that needs to be said to execute X, Y, and Z. Lee, this is the importance of why Leslie does need your trust. It's to secure Leslie's future. It's to make sure that it holds him accountable, and it makes sure that you have a record of everything that's properly being cared for for Leslie. 
He was only paying $750 child support that I had requested at that time. I didn't know I was owed back child support. I never requested any change in child support, even if he got a raise or anything. I left it because I knew it was unstable. So, I learned through Trey that not only I was entitled to back child support, but Leslie's adult support for the trust was pretty comfortable for the age that she is. 
Leslie receives $1,300 a month adult support in her trust. It has to go through the court, just like child support, because it's a record to annotate for the paying parent that pays into the trust, and the record keeping of the parent that is utilizing the income of the trust for the special needs adult child. 
But a trust set up through the court system secures the safety of their benefits. When it's time for you to get a trust, you need to call Trey, because these are the key things that's going to secure your child's future and make life a lot less stressful for the parent. Big time. 
